Abstract
Introduction
Over the years the rate of growth in agricultural production has stagnated and failed to keep pace with the rapid growing population. The potential of agro-processing sector as a major employer of labour is undermined, as a result of the presence of high incidence of poverty and low standard of living among Nigeria's population. As noted by Omotola (2008) The DELPHE project trained 400 rural women in Osun and Oyo states on selected enterprises which include: Cassava processing with value addition to improve nutritive quality and market acceptability, Oil palm processing and marketing, Moringa production and utilization, Soybean processing and value addition products, Bio-gas production and utilization, Organic fertilizer production and utilization, Sheep and goat rearing and marketing, and Capital generation and management. It was designed to exploit the inherent entrepreneurial capability of rural women. The project's thematic area was in business and enterprise development and had the main objective of enhancing improved rural standard of living through participation. Oakely (2002) , asserted that participation with regard to rural development include peoples involvement in decision making process in implementing programmes, sharing in the decision making process in implementing the programme, their sharing in the benefits of development programmes and their involvement in the effort to evaluate such programmes. Koyenikan and Ikhharea (2014) , describe participation as a contribution to predetermined programmes and project, thereby enabling people to develop skills and abilities to make decisions and actions essential to their development. According to (Samuel, 2014) Participation implies voluntary joint activities of people in economic and social activities which affects their lives. It is through participation that beneficiaries of any development programme have input into the priority setting, planning, implementation and evaluation of such development programmes designed to improve their standard of living.
The rural poor must participate in designing and operating a programme which involves them. Ogidefa (2010) stated the existence of wide gap in terms of standard of living and economic development between urban and rural women in Nigeria. The missing link has been due to past development programmes not appropriately addressing the welfare status component of the rural women. In view of the above, this paper addresses the following research objectives:
1.
describe the socio-economic characteristics of respondents in the study area;
2. identify the constraints faced by the respondents in their agroprocessing activities in the study area;
3. ascertain the level of respondent's participation in DELPHE project activities in the study area and
4.
determine the welfare status of respondents in the study area
Hypotheses of the study
H01: There is no significant relationship between respondents' participation in DELPHE project activities and their welfare status.
Methodology
The study was carried out in Oyo and Stratified sampling technique was used to select two groups from each of the communities in the local government areas based on the enterprise categories. The total Moringa women processors was 90, Soybean women processors were 65, 61
were Cassava women processors. The total sample size for the study was two hundred and sixteen (216). Structured interview schedule was used to collect data.
Indices of participation (0-18) and welfare status (₦750 -₦16,500) were generated.
Data were analysed using descriptive and inferential statistics such as mean, percentages and Pearson Product Moment Correlation.
Dependent variable, welfare status of the respondents was measured by asking the respondents to state the actual amount they spend on households' basic items (such as food purchases, school fees, accommodation, utility bills, health etc.) within periods. The expenses were converted into monthly estimations. Thereafter, per capita expenditure was derived by dividing the respondents' household expenditure by the household sizes. The welfare categories were determined using National Bureau of Statistics (NBS, 2005) method. The highest Per Capita Expenditure (PCE) score was ₦16,500.00 while the lowest score was ₦750.00. The mean Per Capita
Expenditures was derived as ₦5837.14. The categorization of the PCE was done using the following criteria;
Between the least value and below ⅔ of mean PCE = Worse off
Between ⅔ PCE and the maximum value of PCE = Better off
Results and Discussion
Socio-economic Characteristics of Respondent Table 1 shows the age distribution of respondents. It reveals that 58.3% of the respondents were within the age range of 41-50 years with a mean age of 43.9±12years. These age groups are within the productive age. This implies that the majority of the respondents were in their economically active age, which means that their active participation in processing activities would bring about higher income for their improved welfare status. Mafimisebi (2007) asserted that most rural women in these economically productive age groups undertake various livelihood activities in their communities. Most (58.3%) of the respondents were Christians, 39.4% were Muslims while 2.3% of them were traditional worshipers respectively. This shows that Christianity is prevalent in the study area. Akinola (2010) in his study on community driven project in Nigeria, reported that most of the respondents in the study are actively involved in religious activities. Table 1 shows that large proportion of respondents (57.2%) had primary education. This implies that the educational level of respondents is relatively low. This could have influence on the ability of respondents to take advantage of training in order to acquire new skill and knowledge from the project for expansion of their processing enterprise which brings about more income and better welfare status. This is consistent with the findings of Hussain (2009) , that respondents' attained higher educational status is expected to influence positive growth and development in their community. Table 2 presents the constraints faced by respondents on their various processing activities. It revealed that, lack of credit facilities (0.60 ± 0.48) was ranked 1 st as the most serious constraint faced by the respondents. Unstable price of processed products was ranked 2 nd by respondents (0.56± 0.51), while high cost of processing equipment (0.46±0.44) was ranked 3 rd , inadequate storage facilities (0.33±0.29) was ranked 4 th , lack of technological know-how (0.30±0.63) was ranked 5 th while unavailability of land for processing activities (0.18± 0.25) was ranked 6 th by respondents. These constraints faced in the processing activities could be hindrance to improved productivity. This is confirmed by Fabiyi and Akande (2015) that rural women are faced with constraints in their processing activities, and this reduces their productivity cost of processing equipment, they are not affordable by the respondents individually, hence the need for cooperation by all group members to purchase the equipment and consequent rotation of the equipment among members for utilisation. Women are known for regularity of dues, they are law abiding and since it is the decision of the whole group that certain due is to be levy on members, it becomes imperative for them to comply.
Constraints Faced by Respondents in their Processing Activities
Also the result in the Table 3b . The participation mean score was 9.16. The mean was used to categorise the respondents into two groups of low participation and high participation. The result shows that more than half (63.4%) of the beneficiaries had high level of participation while the remaining 36.6% had low level of participation. Based on the findings, it can be concluded that appreciable percentage participated in various activities of the project, which could be attributed to their having basic education. Studies on participatory development pointed out that the better educated the members of the community, the higher their participation in development projects. 
Categorisation of Respondents' Welfare Status
Respondents' welfare status which was categorized using the mean (₦5837.13) as the bench mark for those above mean as better-off while those below the mean as worse-off.
The result in Table 5 shows that the majority (83.3%) of the respondents were better off while only 31.8% of them were worse off. This implies that most of the respondents had higher welfare, this may be due to their participation in the DELPHE project activities. Hence, DELPHE had helped improved the welfare status of beneficiaries. Table 6 shows that there is significant relationship between respondent's level of participation in DELPHE project activities and welfare status of respondents at r-value of 0.424, (p=0.000). The implication of this result is that respondents of are expected to have improved welfare status as a result of the significance of their level of participation. The more their participation in DELPHE project activities the higher their welfare status. 
Conclusion and Recommendations
The study revealed that finance is a notable constraint faced by the respondents of the project as it can dampen their enthusiasm. There is high level of participation of rural women agro-processors' in DELPHE project. The majority of the respondents were better-off after participating in the DELPHE project as it evidently improved their welfare status.
